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INFORMATION FOR TUTORS
A good tutor must be able to teach another student how to study and review the mathematics topic being covered. Tutoring goal should be to help students become an independent learner.
There are three attributes that are key to being a good tutor:
Knowledge: 

Tutors are required to have strong working knowledge of specific course content. They also need to be able to assist the tutee in learning how to think and problem solve in the context of mathematics.
Interpersonal Skills: 

Tutors must demonstrate effective skills in working collaboratively with peers and teaching with compassion. They must be good problem solvers who are able to think and explain content in more than one way. 
Organizational Abilities: 

Tutors must demonstrate abilities to manage tasks, manage time and guide the tutoring sessions so the tutee will learn to study efficiently.
Some Effective Mathematics Tutoring Tips
1. Guide student:
A maths tutor should guide a student through the solution process. Ask the student leading questions that will direct the student towards the correct steps. Avoid doing problems for the student. 

If the student cannot get the correct answer and asks for help, the tutor should look at what the student has done and try to locate the error. Then have the student work a similar problem to make sure she has grasped the concept or procedure.
2. Teach Concepts
In mathematics, it is important to teach concepts rather than just processes or procedures. For example, the tutor should explain why it is important to follow the "order of operations" rule, BODMAS, rather than just showing the student how to do it.Understanding the concepts makes remembering the procedures easier.
3. Encourage Students to make effective use of classtime
Some students believe getting help from a tutor is a substitute for using classtime effectively. Students having difficulty in maths must realise time spent with a tutor is additional to classroom time.
4. Address Maths Anxiety
Tutors will deal with students with varying degrees of maths anxiety. Tutors should avoid using phrases such as, "this is easy." Such phrases intimidate the student. If the student suffers from a high degree of maths anxiety it may be helpful to refer the student to see their Maths teacher or Counsellor or an Individual Differences teacher.
5. Don’t confuse the student
If the tutor is unsure of a mathematical procedure or concept, check with a maths teacher. It is helpful to find out what approach is used in class on a particular problem. A tutor using the same technique as the teacher will reinforce the concept or procedure, whereas using a different approach may confuse the student (although it is recommended to be able to show a student a number of ways to solve a problem especially when one particular way is not understood). Tutors are strongly encouraged to stay in touch with teachers of the students they work with and in particular become familiar with the topic being taught in class(training sessions on methods used in maths classes will be provided for tutors).
Further steps when assisting maths students

1. Always look at the problem in the book. Never trust that a student has set it up correctly.

2. Ask student to explain the procedure she is using to solve the problem. You can troubleshoot and listen for erroneous logic or incorrect procedures at that time.

3. Reinforce any correct procedures (e.g. "This part is done correctly", or "You are right here".) Then identify incorrect logic and ask the student to consider what else she might try. You can  provide a hint, but avoid explanations until after the student has attempted a guess.

4. To check for understanding have the student re-explain the procedure to you. Avoid asking questions like, "Does that make sense to you?" and "Do you understand now?"

5. Disengage!
Encourage the student to work the next problem on her own, but let her know you will be checking her work. Do not get drawn into working the next problem with an insecure student. She needs to develop the ability to apply what she is learning without your supervision.

Thank you for volunteering your time to help Year 7-9 students with their maths. 
Happy tutoring!
Mrs Kotsiras (
